l46           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
But it is the parents who suffer most in such cases.
Why ? Possibly those parents in a previous life had been
guardians to a distant relative's orphan child simply for
appearance' sake and had shown unkindness or active-
cruelty to him, So much so that the child had died.  By
the Law of Karma, they reap as they had sown, and they
have to pay the debt standing against them, for their
lack of love, in the loss of the body of their own child, dear
to their hearts, and thus learn tenderness and kindness for
all children alike. The child dying immediately after birth
loses nothing: only his progress is delayed a little ; but the
parents suffer, as they deserve by their karma in the loss
of their long-hoped-for child. Their karma is thus
brought into touch with that of the person who owes the
debt of life, and both destinies are worked out in the death
of the child.
Q. To what extent is the belief in Reincarnation
found in religions and philosophy, ancient and modern ?
What is the approximate number of people who believe
in the idea of Reincarnation as part of their religious
creed ?
Ans. The philosophy of Reincarnation antedates the
remotest antiquity all over the world as it is a necessary
corollary of the immortality of the soul. Reincarnation is
taught in the great epics of the Hindus as an undoubted
fact on which morality is based. The Egyptians undeni-
ably taught this doctrine, and their conception of it as
shaped by the priesthood is displayed in their classic, The
Book of the Dead, one of their chief Scriptures, describ-
ing the course of the soul after death, a copy of which was
deposited in each mummy case. In the old Persian faith
it is scarcely discernible in the extant writings of the Avesta
—the major part having been irretrievably lost—though a

